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On September 27th, a bipartisan group of 10 
congressmen introduced a landmark Sense of 
Congress bill outlining the dangers of assisted 
suicide public policy. House Concurrent Resolution 
80: “Expressing the sense of the Congress that 
assisted suicide (sometimes referred to as death 
with dignity, end-of-life options, aid-in-dying, or 
similar phrases) puts everyone, including those 
most vulnerable, at risk of deadly harm and 
undermines the integrity of the health care system.” 
The bill goes on to enumerate the many nuanced 
dangers assisted suicide laws pose to people with 
terminal illness, disability, experience of depression, 
economic disadvantage and our elders. Very 
little has been discussed on this critical issue at the 
national level in the last 20 years. 

The original cosponsors are Representatives Brad 
Wenstrup (R-OH), Lou Correa (D-CA),  Juan Vargas 
(D-CA),  Jim Langevin (D-RI), Dan Lipinski (D-IL), 
Andy Harris (R-MD), Darin LaHood (R-IL), Ralph 
Abraham (R-LA), Keith Rothfus (R-PA), and Tom 
Suozzi (D-NY).

PRAF and the National Alliance Against Legalizing 
Assisted Suicide hosted a press conference on 
Capital Hill on September 27th. Congressmen, 
physicians, terminal patients, dozens of people  
with disabilities, and the press filled the 
Congressional committee room. The bill is supported 

by a broad array of individuals and organizations 
that range from Left to Right and dramatically 
differing world-views.

Rep. Brad Wenstrup, MD, the main sponsor of the 
bill explained it’s motivations: “This is a bipartisan 
resolution because assisted suicide hurts everyone. 
As physicians, we should not have the ability to 
determine when a patient should die. My feeling 
is when the government supports, encourages or 
facilitates suicide, whether assisted by physicians or 
otherwise, we devalue our fellow citizens, our fellow  
human beings. I don’t believe that’s who we  
should be.”

During the conference, JJ Hanson, the President 
of the Patients Rights Action Fund and terminal 
brain cancer patient, introduced his wife, Kris, who 
read his comments in a prepared statement, as his 
illness is inhibiting his ability to speak. JJ explained 
that, in a dark time some months after prognosis, 
he was experiencing depression and was tempted 
to end his life: “As I wondered, ‘Am I too much of 
a burden to my family?’ When I asked, ‘Is ending 
my life easier than this?’ I thought about it, and I 
considered it. Thankfully, I did not end my life, and 
that is why I am here today.” JJ has outlived his grim 
prognosis by over three years, and he and Kris just 
welcomed their 2nd son into the world!

ON OFFENSE 
Call your US Representative and Senators today  

to ask their support and cosponsorship of 
House Concurrent Resolution 80
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Other speakers included Rep. Ralph Abraham, 
MD, Ms. Anita Cameron of ADAPT and Not Dead 
Yet, and Dr. Joseph Marine, MD, a cardiologist and 
associate professor of Medicine at Johns Hopkins.  

When a pro-assisted suicide advocate attempted 
to frame the issue as though it gives patients like 
her the option, members of ADAPT, who had been 
arrested earlier that week defending the ACA and 
opposing Medicaid cuts, explained that many 
would, in fact, have less choice under financial 
and societal pressures. Jessica Williams explained, 
“People do tell us all the time that we should be 
dead. You know what else people tell us? ‘If I were 
in your situation, I would want to die.’ And if that 
becomes legal, that’s exactly what’s going to 
happen. And instead of learning how to live with 
disability and learning how to actually have a life, 
have jobs, have families, instead they’re going to 
want to take the easy way out and kill themselves 
with assisted suicide, and that’s what we’re trying to 
prevent here.”

The bill has been referred to the Energy 
and Commerce Committee.  Call your US 
Representative and Senators today to ask their 
support of House Concurrent Resolution 80.

Learn more about the  
National Alliance Against  
Legalizing Assisted Suicide at 
allianceagainstassistedsuicide.org

“The mission of the Alliance is 
to protect patients, the elderly, 
people with disabilities, and 

others at significant risk of harms 
from assisted suicide laws.”

JJ and Kris Hanson

Members of ADAPT

Anita Cameron of Not Dead Yet



The American College  
of Physicians re-affirms its  

OPPOSITION TO 
ASSISTED SUICIDE
Excellent news!  The American College of 
Physicians (ACP) has re-affirmed its opposition to 
assisted suicide. 

ACP is a national organization of internists, the 
largest medical-specialty organization, and 
second-largest medical association in the United 
States. Its 152,000 members include internists, 
internal medicine subspecialists, medical students, 
residents, and fellows. 

A great thanks from patients everywhere for ACP’s  
support of our rights and our lives. 


