
“It’s cheaper to  kill you...”   
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companies deny life-saving treatments,  
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covered by these insurance companies -- 
presumably as a less expensive “treatment.”  

States that have legalized assisted suicide 
generally require that patients be diagnosed 
as having six months or less to live. As many of 
us in the healthcare field know, the diagnosis of 
“six months or less to live” and being “terminal” 
are at best educated guesses. Patients may 
live shorter or longer, often months or years 
longer, than we expect.

Over the course of my medical practice, I 
have worked with many patients that have 
serious and/or terminal illnesses. I have a 
deep appreciation and understanding of 
the emotional turmoil, stress, and immense 
challenges that they face during a health crisis. 

The story I share today is an example of the 
risks surrounding legalization of doctor-assisted 
suicide. Those risks and the victims of this 
dangerous public policy are not limited to 
the people living in the states where assisted 
suicide is legal – it affects us all. 

I am a practicing physician in Reno, Nevada 
working with a diverse group of patients and 
families.   It is now my experience that, since 
assisted suicide became legal in California 
and Oregon, the practice of medicine across 
the West has been irreparably harmed for 
patients who still want their diseases treated 
in hopes of a cure or to prolong and improve 
the quality time they have left.  With assisted 
suicide, they can now simply be offered the 
cheaper option of death by lethal drugs.  

Because of our proximity to California and 
Oregon, some of our patients go out of state 
for treatment that is either not available in 
Northern Nevada or is closer to their homes 
geographically. Both California and Oregon 
have legalized assisted suicide. 

In 2016, I worked with two different patients 
who, in my professional estimation, had a 
good chance of being cured through a 
common life saving procedure. Without this 
treatment, these two patients would have 
been considered terminal.  As we no longer 
perform this particular procedure here in 
Reno, the patients needed to be transferred 
to centers in Northern California and Oregon 
to receive this treatment. We contacted the 
patients’ insurance companies to request 
approval for these treatments.

When I spoke with the insurance medical 
directors of these patients’ insurance 
companies by telephone on separate 
occasions to explain the need for the 
transfers and treatments, both of the 
insurance medical directors said they would 
not approve the life saving procedures, but 
then asked me, “hey, have you considered 
assisted suicide?”  

I was stunned.  Neither my patients nor I had 
requested the lethal drugs for an assisted 
suicide, yet it was readily offered and  Please Donate Today!

www.patientsrightsaction.org

Defend the Rights of Patients.  
Stop Rationed Heathcare. 

When you support Patients Rights Action 
Fund, you help save lives.
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IN THE NEWS:

DR. CALLISTER’S STORY
Patients’ Rights Action Fund is on the offensive, sharing  
Dr. Callister’s story with national media and on our Facebook 
page. In our short video, Dr. Callister shares eye-opening accounts 
of his personal experience with insurance companies and the 
push toward suicide.

“As much as most insurance companies try to come across  
as your best friend, they want to do whatever the least costly 
thing is. It’s a lot cheaper to grab a couple drugs and kill you  
than it is to provide you life-sustaining therapy.”

WATCH THE VIDEO 
www.facebook.com @PatientsRightsAction

Dr. Callister’s story has been reported by The Washington Times, The Washington Examiner, 

Breitbart, National Review, The Daily Mail and many other media outlets.


