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The pressure is on in California. Learn why this 
state is such an important battleground, and 

how you can help secure victory.
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The pro-assisted suicide lobby has proposed 
yet another bill, SB128, in a state that has 
rejected legalization multiple times since 1992. 
The former Hemlock Society, now re-branded to 
Compassion & Choices (C&C) has established 
three main California offices: San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, and Huntington Beach. 

Their California political operation for SB128 
includes: 

• 11 state directors
• 12 Bay Area exclusive advisors
• 11 LA area advisors.   

At a minimum, they have a grassroots field 
team of four regional field directors, plus a 
specific Latino Outreach director and staff and 
a different African-American Outreach director 
and staff. C&C also employs a state fundraising 
coordinator as well as a state major gifts officer. 
As of December they had an approximately 
$22 million national war chest. Nearly a quarter 
of those funds will likely be spent in California. 

While most Americans consider the economy 
to be a top priority for state lawmakers, only 
about one in five thinks allowing a doctor to 
participate in end of life decisions should be 
a key issue, according to a recent poll 
conducted by Marist. So why all the effort and 
money to pass legislation most people don’t 
care too much about?  
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CALIFORNIA
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MOMENTUM AND IMPACT

C&C believes that if they can pass pro-assisted 
suicide legislation in California, they will begin a 
domino effect with an influential state and the 
whole west coast on their side.  The impact of 
such a law, however, is staggering. California’s 
population is over 39 million, roughly 12.2% of 
the total United States population and 10 times 
the population of Oregon. California is the best 
bang for their buck.  

The coalition, Californians Against Assisted 
Suicide, is robust, broad-based, and has been 
actively engaged for years. This is not their first 
rodeo. They list over 70 state and national 
organizations that oppose SB128. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP

If you live in California, please visit your  
coalition at noassistedsuicideca.org and get 
involved. The rest of us can offer the California 
coalition our positive reinforcement and 
support.

Currently the Patients Rights Action Fund is 
engaged in a media campaign to present a 
series of videos to the public to help the fight in 
key states like California. Please take a moment 
to watch and share these important videos. 
Please consider a donation to help us promote 
them in California and elsewhere. Laws like 
SB128 are very dangerous to the marginalized – 
these personal narratives and hard facts 
videos can give America pause to think twice 
on legalizing assisted suicide.
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Viral Impact: Share Our New Videos
MAGGIE’S STORY
My dad was a quadriplegic, who lived his 
life with grace and dignity.  I now live with 
brain cancer.  I don’t know how much 
longer I have to live, but let me tell you 
why I believe every day is worth living, 
and why assisted suicide hurts patients 
like me.

>> patientsrightsaction.org/
maggies-story

CRUEL AND UNUSUAL
The same drug, called “cruel & ususual” by 
some, used for death-row criminals is used 
for doctor assisted suicide. It’s not death 
with dignity; it’s cruel and unusual.

>> patientsrightsaction.org/
death-penalty



State    UPDATES

Now, in addition to Colorado, five other states have rejected assisted suicide:  Connecticut, Iowa, 
Maryland, Nevada, and Wyoming. The Patients Rights Action Fund applauds the coalitions on the 

ground in those states! Let’s continue down the road to victory by supporting our allies’ efforts.  

Please donate today at www.patientsrightsaction.org

Defend the Rights of Patients.  
STOP Rationed Heathcare.


